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SIS £ Bt %
.1 have spéken %6 Mr. Cole as te the present pesition of
kOls- case and he has advised me that they are still awaiting the -
regults 6f the ..;‘nr‘ge_”imi-mary inquiry. He is net sure whether it

Fermal investigation but will let us knew. ‘

Pche [Bofety) Denincer.
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possible posthumous awar
1 should be glad, however,

of risk %o life

eve glready glven your views
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*

doc. 20 which is a summary of the sinking of

(copy at doc.T) as to a

a for the Radio Officer, R.M.Robertson.
if you would let me have an assessmentgju

ieldstra ;-

in the case of the Chief Engineer, F.
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Examtles 6f engine room gallantry are in the files attacheg -
<4716/49, M.13680/51 and #.4552/51. |

. | . 2nd Junegy/
Captain Taylor.

11

There is something in commen in this case with that of the “"OUR BAIRNS®
M 1360/51 - devotion to duty, but the "OUR BATRNS reached port whereas the
PHITDINA® sank. The resemblance in the case, as I have stated, is that both
displdyed great devotion to duty under trying eircumstances.

The main means of egress were blocked but of course the skylight would
provide an @asy meges of exit.

I think theaward of a

pisce of plate as was done in the obher case mentioned
would suffice.

i

2. C. TAYLOR

You may wish to comment.

Sth June, 1954.
¥r. Colvill .

1

I agree with Captain Taylors first paragraph but not with the_statemgnﬁ
that the engine room skylight, with a flooded engine room ard a ship heavily
listed, would provide an easy means of exit, in fact it would probably be shmt
in the weather prevailing.

i i ivl & what-
4 piece of plate would be a sultable award to the surviving men and wh
ever i.sPumal as the egquivalent in the case of Greaser Bond who lost his life.

lss MceEvoy
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‘¥igs ¥cEvoy 15th June, 1954.

‘Waé picked up Dy M.T. "veiia® at 8,12 GsMe y, and nothing more was
~heard from him. The message was distorted so that it was at first

Cfarther measages, points to the supposition that the radio spparatus
was soon .out of action, and as Raobertson was not seen by any members

untzl it was too late.

the ‘despatch of the S.0. 8., it is difficult to assess the degree of
bravery. The Radio Officer of the ®Princess Victoria® sent

posthumous George Cross. The "Hildina®™ sank within half an hour
Qf the despateh of the disiress message and the oplinion is exXpressed

tha means of saving nins lives.

2t the time of the rescue 4id not call for any great risk 6 1:z.fe tm thf—: ez*mr of
the "VELIA". , oo

It is my opinion that a letter of appreciation to the bkippar of *the “'EPEIM“ £l

should meet the case.

g C. TAYIOR

15# ' ‘ . ¢

) '

_ Please see doe. 7 and mins. 10, 11 and 12. Three awards are
recommended:

Radio Officer R. M. Roberison (posthumous)
Chief Enginecsr Foppe Heidsira
Greaser Bond (posthumous)

It is m%s0 recommended that a letter of appP301aﬁIOB shou7d De sent
‘G the Skipper of the M.T. ®Velia®.

Radio Officer Roberison: He sent out a distress message, which

thought to be from the ¥.V. "Gavina®. This, and the lack of any

T the crew when they were abandoning ship, one musi suppose that
unléss he was injured and unable to escape, he stayed at his post

s

In the absence of any concrete evidentof his movements after

essages Tor over four hours under aﬁQaTllng eonditions, fully awaré
that he had no possmble chanee of escape,. He was awarded =z

the Prelimimary Inguiry (lastipage.of..doc. 19) that Robertsen
n&oubtedly sacrificed his life 1o send out an S.0.8., and this was

o1 saggest that the Sea Ga;lantvy Medal iIn Bronze would be a
itable award.

‘Cnief Bangineer Foppe Heidstra and Gresser Bond: A piece of
te Tor the Chief Bngineer ang an eguivalent posthumous eward for
gaser Bond are recommended (mins. 11 aid. 12}

_'These two men were on duty in the engine o om Wher the trawl
ame fast. The vessel 1ﬁmed1ateﬂy toek on'a- 1ist of 6@ ﬁegrees

by h&St&ﬁlﬂ? to the aid of a fe110w seaman in dlstress anﬁ thﬂ aand;ﬁléns éﬁﬁstzng
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>1gi-had great difficulty in reaching the telegraph. The “abandon Ship"
joseignal was finally received and they climbed ou& through the port
1 -8xylight, the starboard side of the engine room by then being
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“8/52 500,000
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‘which tem minutes later ﬁéﬁrincreaeed to B0 degrees. During this
‘time they obeyed the telegraph insiructions, although as the list
‘increased water began to pour intoc the engine room through the

ventilator, boller funnel and the skylights,and the Chief Engineer

pPracticelly horizontal and full of water. Both men got on to the
carley float, but Greaser Bond was unable to hold on and wss drowned.

Both men displayed great courage in remaining at their posts
under conditions which wmust have been most difficult. Mr. Colvill
suggests in min. 12 that the port skylight was not an easy means of
exit, and the Tact that the Chief Engineer was unconscious when
picked up and Greaser Bond was unable to hold on to the earley float
is perhaps an indication that they had expended a good deal of their
strength before taking to the water.

I consider that the Queen's Commendation would be suitable in
the case of Greaser Bond, and & silver cigarette cese for Chief
BEngineer Foppe Heldstra. :

Skipper of M.V. "Velia": On receiving the S.0.S. and
subseguently ildentifying the distressed vessel as the *Hildina%", he
chopped away his gear snd proceeded to the rescue. He picked up
ten survivors from the carlsy float and one from the lifeboat. He
gave medical atfention on the advice of Wick Radic to the Cook, who
unfortunately died, and to the Chief Engineer, and then proceeded to
Stornoway with the survivors when other vessels arrived to continue
the search. His promptitude in answering the distress message is
highly commendable, zlthough no risk to life was involved. A letter

of appreciation is recommended (min. 14}, with wmhich I agree.
| P |
- . I
: &
N ! g 4

17.6.54, .
/i

1. ¥r.. goward
Z. Mr. Wood

e st gt feedt

1 | 2| ems The National Archives

Ref-i( Jﬂ'}/&j 8/ 4 (

Please note that this cop} is supplied;subject to the National Archives' terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to ¢ Eyright restrictions. Further infarmation is given in the "Terms and
Conditic?ﬁjs of supply of the National Archives’ leaflets




18.

I should be gled of your opiniom on these recommendations for
ewards for gallentry, In my view, they do not exhibit quite that
excepbional degree of comrage, or at least the evidence we have is insufficient,
to merit swards. I do not propose, therefore, that they be pursued for the
time being except for a letter of appreciation to the Skipper of ths "VELIAY,

The incident is described in Doe.20 and the grounds of recommendation
in Minute 15. The pmposa]s have the support of the surveyors who condmeted
the preliminary inquiry, end also of Captain Taylor, ¥r. Steel and Mr. Welch
(see Doe.7), and I am most reluctant to reject any suggestions based upen
their Judgment and experience. You will see, however, that the whole affair;
did not take mmch more then 10 mimutes or so and, for example, cnly one
signel was received from the Redio Officer. This was effective, but it is
reelly all we know sbout his actigns dQuring those critical mimites. The
courage of engineers who stay down below while the ship is® obviocusly in
grave difficulties commsnds admiration, but unless we can recognise the
Radio Officer in this instence I do not think that we should recogpnise the
engineers, @nd it wonld be as well to wait for a more ocutsianding cese before
recognising engineers in this way. There is in any case to be a foarmal
inguiry and we should bave to await the result of i, This may well bring
forward cleeres evidence upon which any recommendations for awsrds cen be
based snd I would propese to review these proposals when the repert of the
formal inguiry is availsble. T suggest, however, that we need not hold up
ths letter of appreciation to the Skipper of the "VELIA" on that account.

/
W’Q\

.
(A W. WOOD)
23rd June, 1954° : :
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The Report of Ceurt dated 23rd October, 1954, into
the loss of "Hildina" stated that the cause of the said loss was
the falling on to the sterboard and weather side of the vessel,
while she was held by her warps athwert wind, sea and swell, of
s guccession of heavy waves whilch filled her weather deck and
caused her to list to starboard so that water found its way below
through an open deor on the starboard gide of the maln deckhouse,
Bnd thereafter rapidly filled the spaces below deck abaft the
engine room. The loss was not caused or contributed to by the
wrongful act or default of any person, nor by any defect in
design or fallure of any machinery. It was brought about by a
complex of unidentifisble, indefinsble and momentary errors of
human judgment which combined to produce a eritical situation,

and was therefore 8 tme aGCidentq
L] ] ?
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:

‘mentitned Mf. Robertson, Wirsless Operaber of
- as’having.shown exceph onal Aévotion £ -duly;

mertioned the behavichr -¢f Chief Engiriecr Heid
. Greaser Bond,.respectively; +S COm :
o -ghowing -exceptional devotion Ho duty.

<3
‘é.
iy
o'
Y

i

P

| No'sdaitionsl facts emerge From thé Report of the Court jand the .
‘48ditionsl feature is thet the Wireless Operator of "VELIA" has'been: :
tioned end should thersfore be included in our considerafions.i .

& bl |

T am still of ‘the opinion thet we do not know sufficient sbout -
Phened to ensble any degree of gallsntry to be established such as
seconmend’ swards %o the Hinistry of Agriculiure and Fisheries, but in
éw'iof the opinions exjressed by owr professionsl advisers and the Report
S kRe Gourt, I think we Should at least inform Ministry ef agriculture
4nd Pisheries that these cases deserve consideration and that, in eur

they .are.border line cases for Queen's Commendations in the cese of
Hiéimen Prom "HILDINA" and for letters of appreciabtion as regards the
Siipper apd Wireless Operator of "VELIA". In view of the difficulty im
fmaking a clear reccmsendation, ¥r. Shea's suggestion of a meeting is, I
Fhirk, = geod one and, if you agree, I will ask them to come over and
isduss with Mc. Shes end myself end our professional officers. Tt will
hen‘be for Ministry of Agriculture and Pisheries to decide whether they
&hénld vt forward recommendations.’

I '

| (4 W. WOOD)
‘ : Morime Grews Division :
10th November, 1954
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Fellowing your mimate 30, I bave discussed with Ministry of
Agriculiure and Pisheries snd a note of the meeting is attached at Doc. 26,
Their representatives agreed that there was not an adeguate case made out o
epsble them to recommend awards for menbers of the crew of HILDTWA",  They
will, however, send letters of appreciation to the Skipper and Wireless
Operator of "VEIIA®. '

The question of posthumous awards ii&f;;ueen‘s commepdation does not
therefore arise in this instence. I understand from }Mr. Shea.thet 1t has |
been awarded posthumously in the past, but the question whether we should do
so in future cam perbeps now be left until another case arises.

(4. W. WOCD)
HMarine Crews Division
29th November, 1954

Hr. Faxlkner
‘ |

b dnne o
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